MRSA carriage: the relationship between community and healthcare setting. A study in an Italian hospital.
From May 1997 to June 1998, all patients admitted to the study institution were screened at entry for MRSA carriage (both colonization and infection). Eighty-six MRSA carriers were identified; of these, 85 were nasal carriers. Risk factors were compared to those of 86 controls. Although the vast majority of both carriers and controls had at least one previous hospital stay, carriers were less likely than controls to be referred from a community setting, and had resided within the community for a shorter time before the current admission. The number of underlying conditions was comparable in the two groups, but those infected were more likely to have cancer than the controls. While community-acquired MRSA carriage is rare, exposure to a health care setting (particularly if repeated) within six months from the current admission, is a risk factor for MRSA carriage and introduction of the organism into an institution.